the Conference the precise significance of the inclu-
sion of this word in its context.
7.    Your two following paragraphs are mainly a
recapitulation of your previous arguments and have
been already dealt with above.
8.   From your last paragraph I understand that
though you do not consider in the circumstances that
any good purpose would be served by the attendance
of the Muslim League Delegation at the Conference
fixed for this afternoon, you are willing to come if we
express a desire that you should do so.   My colleagues
and I wish to obtain the views of both the Parties on
the document submitted and therefore would be glad
to see you at the Conference.
Letter from the President of the Congress to Lord
Pethick-Lawrence, dated 9th May, 1946.
My colleagues and I have given the most careful
consideration, to the memorandum sent by you yes-
terday, suggesting various points of agreement. "On
the 28th April I sent you a letter in which I explained
briefly the Congress viewpoint in regard to certain
fundamental principles mentioned in your letter of
27th April. After the first day of the Conference, on
6th May, I wrote to you again to avoid any possible
misunderstanding regarding the issues being discus-
sed in the Conference.
I now find from your memorandum that some of
your suggestions are entirely opposed to our views
and to the views repeatedly declared by the Congress.
We are thus placed in a difficult position. It has been
and is our desire to explore every avenue for a settle-
ment and a change-over in India by consent, and for
this purpose we are prepared to go far. But there are
obvious limits beyond which we cannot go if we are
convinced that this would be injurious to the people
of India and to India's progress as a free nation.
In my previous letters I have laid stress on the
necessity of having a strong and organic Federal
Union. I have also stated that we do not approve of
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